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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:

Forgiveness

I believe that the greatest gift you could ever give someone is your forgiveness.

Nobody is perfect and everyone does hurtful things, usually to the people they love, but you have no idea how much of a difference you can make in people if you give them a second chance, or a third or even a fourth. When I was twelve, my dad started drinking nonstop to the point where you could not have a conversation with him, because by the time he became sober, he would just start drinking again.

I was so full of hate towards him because of what he was doing to our family; I couldn’t even look at him. When I turned to my mother and brother, they were just as angry as I was. We never left him though, we took him to rehab, and he got better, but it took me so long to forgive him. Once I did, it was like a whole new door opened up and everything started to change for the better. My dad started his own business, it was great.

Don’t take me wrong though, it took almost three years for my dad to stop and admit that he really was an alcoholic, but even then he didn’t stop completely. It has been a long hard process but so far we’ve made it and are still going.

I’m never going to forget what my dad did, because he had been an alcoholic throughout my whole childhood. He has always regretted it, but has accepted it. My forgiving him didn’t make it right; it gave him another chance to be a real father. He is getting better, and my mom, my brother and I will always be there for him because he is my dad. If I hadn’t forgiven him we would all be miserable. This is what I believe in, that forgiveness is the best thing that you could do for other people and yourself.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.


	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…
	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
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