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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe that there should be tougher rules and laws put in place for bullying. It has become a big problem in schools across the country. It seems like when I watch the news or read the newspaper I see an article about bullying. I have had to deal with bullying first hand. For example, my son is twelve and he has been bullied since he was in kindergarten. It has been hard as a parent to see my child go from a very happy child who looked forward to going to school to a child that is sad, angry, and hates to go to school. I would go to the school and talk to them about what was taking place I would tell the Principal about the boy they did not see at school the one that cried because he did not want to go back and the one that would ask why do the call me names. They would say well kids will be kids. My child and children who have been bullied are not able to be kids because they are angry and sad. A child should be happy not sad. For example, the latest in a long line of bullying acts was cyber bullying. When he asked me “Mom why are they doing this to me “what is there to say. I just had to hug him and tell him I would get to the bottom of it. I have seen a change in my son over the years because of the bullying. All this has had a great effect on him. When the schools and law enforcement talk about zero tolerance when it comes to bullying it really needs to be zero tolerance. So many suicides, shootings and beatings could have been prevented if only the laws were different. For example when I called the local law enforcement about the cyber bullying they said it would be hard to get anything done because the bullying laws are so vague. How many more children have to die before lawmakers, parents, school facility, and the rest of this country decide enough is enough. My son has parents that stand up for him and that he can come to when he has problems, but how many kids go through life having to deal with this all by themselves. They might feel like there is nowhere to turn to because it seems like the bullies in the world today have the upper hand. From having dealt with this situation, it sometimes seems like the laws are protecting the wrong people. We all have loved ones that need our help. We need tougher rules and laws to protect the ones we love especially the ones that cannot protect themselves.
	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
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