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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:

A professor once explained the Chaos Theory like this:

“Imagine your bedroom. It can be messy a million different ways, but it can only be clean one way. The reason life is so messy is because statistically speaking, it’s just more likely.”

When our daughter Addie was diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis and then a seizure disorder, I questioned “why.” It’s natural to feel there is a reason for suffering, a greater purpose for the pain we experience. And I’ve never truly made peace with it all. But the chaos theory gives me a kind of comfort that more conventional methods of dealing with “why bad stuff happens to good people” do not. For some reason, the randomness of it all, the complete powerlessness, the “no rhyme or reason” mentality makes me feel like, it’s nothing personal. It’s not God picking on us, or making our family an example like Job, it’s just the chaotic way of things. It is simply more likely that things goes wrong, than right.

I don’t believe that we were chosen to be Addie’s parents, or that Addie chose us as Mom and Dad. I don’t believe that God has a plan for us. I don’t believe that, because if I did, I would also have to believe that children choose crackheads and sadists as their parents, that God places babies with tweekers and prostitutes to make a point. I don’t believe in Karma or reincarnation, or the idea that my husband and I are paying for our past life mistakes. I definitely do not believe that Addie has willed this disease into her life because of negative thinking or as lesson for her soul to grow. I don’t believe that I am being tested, or that Addie has entered our lives because of divine intervention to teach us selfless love. 

I have considered all of these possibilities. But have come to the conclusion that my husband and I are carriers of a CF gene that we passed onto our child. She had a one in four chance of being born with our recessive gene, and unfortunately, she was. I think she has a seizure disorder because she fell on her forehead and suffered damage to her frontal lobe. I happen to believe that all of these things happened because they didn’t “not” happen. It is life happening to us. And how we deal with it is our choice.

I understand that people need to find a reason or purpose for “bad things” but I simultaneously question why we don’t feel the need to find purpose behind the positive. Why are we worthy of only good, and horrified with the negative? Why do we say, “why me God?” as if others are somehow deserving of our pain.

I don’t doubt that we have grown for having Addie in our lives, that because of adversity, we are living a rich, joyful life that will challenge us in ways we never thought possible. And I believe that God smiles every time we turn sorrow into meaningful joy. But I believe in a hands-off God, who empathizes, without orchestrating. He’s like a therapist who sits there and says, “And how does that make you feel?” But to say he chooses our circumstances would suggest that he picks favorites. And that seems more like Jr. High than divinity.

I believe that we are better for having Addie in our lives, for embracing the chaos that naturally comes with parenthood. It’s a risk, a beautiful, scary, sad and lovely risk. It’s life. And I guess I’m okay with that.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	Students are expected to be actively engaged during discussions. Students are required to contribute by successfully doing the following actions:

-Asking a well thought out question designed to

  explore the essay and generate quality discussion.

-Respond thoughtfully to a question posed by the

  presenter or classmate.

Reminder: students who are rude, disruptive, unprepared, or are otherwise inattentive may forfeit some or all of their participation points. (This will be left up to the instructor’s discretion)

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	1.

2.

3.
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