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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:

In modern day America, gun control is pretty much worthless. 

We all know and somewhat understand the “right to bear arms” in the Second Amendment, and many gun advocates like to quote this. However what they fail to grasp or clearly understand is that George Washington did not cross the Potomac with an AK-47 or that our militia was not armed with M-16’s. They had muskets, which could only fire as fast as you could reload, not 600-1000 rounds a minute. Don’t get me wrong, I like to go out with my assault rifles to throw hot lead down range once in a while. Although, I personally don’t go out into the woods and stalk Bambi with a rifle, I don’t mind it. Firearms are fused to America’s culture. 

Flash-forward to today’s society and recent studies have shown a multitude of figures of the percent of Americans who own guns, but I will stick to the 45-50% range. This is the number of legal gun owners, gangs and unregistered arms aside. However, not all unregistered arms are bad. I have 3 which are not registered through the FBI. All three were used in WW2. 

The big push for gun control is so that it may limit crimes. It will not. A majority of those firearms used in crimes either have the serial number filed off, or they are not even registered. So even if there were stricter gun control laws, this would not do anything to stop the cartels or gangs from transferring weapons to the U.S. You must remember, gangs really do not care or follow laws. So for the 50% of Americans who are armed, either this is a safety precaution, hunting thing, they like to go out and shoot, or a combination. What I am saying is that a majority of legal gun owners in the U.S. do not use their firearms in an illegal matter. It is the ones that we do not know about that cause the issues. Limiting guns or whatever the lobbyists want to accomplish, may have a slight effect, but I highly doubt it. You cannot compare Europe’s gun violence percent to the U.S. Partially yes, because guns are near outlawed, but because they do not have anywhere near the number of gangs or cartel influence. 

If we want to make any ground with gun control or limiting the use of guns in violence, we need tighter security where the guns are being brought in from. We need much stricter gun laws, if used in a crime. This will have a very little effect, if any at all. But it is better than trying to control legal arms sales. At the end of the day though, whether humans have guns or not, we will always try to find a way to kill each other.
	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
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