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Your assignment is to view a total of (4) television programs. These programs should air between 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. Two (2) of the programs can be your choice, one (1) program must be a news broadcast, and one (1) program should be a show you have not or normally do not watch. Complete the chart below identifying the show, when it airs, what channel is appears on, what are the rating guidelines, the average number of viewers, and a brief synopsis (in your own words) of what the show is about. Show #4 will require you to make a prediction about prejudices or stereotypes you expect to see.  As you watch, record the number of times you hear a prejudicial remark or stereotype displayed. In addition you must analyze four (4) commercials (one per show) looking for any prejudice, biases, or assumptions. Using the chart on page 2 you can record the number of instances and brief notes about the situation. Lastly you will need to complete the analysis and reflection questions.
	Show
	Time Slot
	TV Station
	Rating (s)
	 Avg.  # Viewers
	Synopsis

	#1


	
	
	
	
	

	#2


	
	
	
	
	

	#3 News Program

	
	
	
	
	

	#4 Wildcard

	
	
	
	
	Prediction



	Program
	Race/ Ethnicity
	Religion
	Gender
	Sexuality
	Age
	Body Type
	Speech/ Regionalism
	Misc.



	#1:


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Commercial #1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#2:


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Commercial #2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#3

News Program

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Commercial #3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#4

Wild Card

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Commercial #4


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Analysis and Reflection
Directions: Response to the prompts below. Be sure to use direct evidence that you gathered from observing and documenting the programs.

1. Which programs contained stereotypical and prejudicial language used by characters about themselves, other characters, situations, or life choices? Examples.

2.  Which programs contained the most instances?

3. What types of characters and groups of people did these programs feature? (See above list for characteristics)
4. Through behavior or situations which shows/ characters perpetuated stereotypes and assumptions? Explain.

5.  Through behavior or situations which shows/characters work to undermine in societal stereotypes and assumptions? Explain.
6. What conclusions (prejudices and assumptions) based solely on this program could a person be led to make about characters, ethnic groups, or lifestyles from the chart above?
7. How powerful do you think television programming has been and continues to be an influence on how you develop your perceptions of others as well as how the nation through television perpetuates stereotypes and prejudices?
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