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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe in death.

Now don’t get me wrong. I enjoy life and do not seek death for myself or for anyone else.

But I do believe that when I die, that is the end of my existence. There is no afterlife.

Most people do not truly accept the reality of death. What we call death is seen as only a transition point to a new life afterwards, so that it is not really death at all.

But I believe that death is real and final.

It has taken me some time to come to terms with death. My father died about thirty years ago, before my own daughters were born, and it was comforting to think that he was somewhere ‘up there’ and able to see them grow into fine young women. It was harder to give up that belief than belief in God.

But now that I have come to terms, emotionally as well as intellectually, with the finality of death, I feel at peace.

Taking death at face value has given me a much greater appreciation of the one life I have and made it much more precious and meaningful and joyful. Seeing death as a natural part of life has removed the fear that the thought of death often invokes, leaving only regret that I will not be around to see more of the solving of life’s mysteries, and to continue to enjoy the company of my fellow beings.

I am humbled by the very fact that I am alive. This vast universe began about fourteen billion years ago and the Earth and its life formed over four billion years ago. I am here because of a long series of cosmic events. I consider myself very lucky that I live in a time when I know so much about where I came from. It seems only fitting that I also know how my life will end.

I used to think that this life was not the main one, that life after death was what I should look forward to and prepare for. The realization that this life, the one I live now, is all that I get changes its meaning profoundly. Rather than being viewed as some kind of rehearsal prior to the real thing, this really is show time, folks, and we are called upon to give our best performance.

When you have only one life, you realize that you need to use it wisely, both for yourself and for the benefit of others who are not as fortunate as you. As Robert Ingersoll said: “Happiness is the only good. The place to be happy is here. The time to be happy is now. The way to be happy is to make others so.”

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	1. Do you believe in an afterlife?
2. Does the thought of no afterlife scare you?

3. Do you think religion is something people use to accept death?


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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