In the House of Representatives

109th Congress
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House Bill # 24

A Bill For An Act Entitled: Individuals Under the Legal Age of Eighteen Should Not Be Sentenced to Life in Prison Without the Possibility of Parole

In the House of Representatives

April 10, 2012

Representative Alie Duff introduced the following resolution with was referred to the Committee on April 10, 2012.

House Proposal

Resolved by the United States House of Representatives of the United States of America, that the following article is proposed as federal law under the jurisdiction of the United States of America, enforceable by the Executive action. 

1. Be it enacted by the student Congress here assembled that: 

2. Juveniles of the United States who are under the legal age of eighteen fourteen years should be neither 

3. subjected nor sentenced to the cruel and unusual punishment of life in prison without the 

4. possibility of parole as repentance for any criminal act they may have committed 

5. with juvenile referring to our country's citizens who are under eighteen years of age 

6. and parole referencing the conditional release of a person from prison prior to the end of the 

7. maximum sentence imposed. 

8. Due to the fact that an adolescent's brain is not fully developed, with special emphasis on those 9. areas which control an individual's decision making, impulsivity, and emotional control, 

10. as well as a lack of understanding of the finality of their actions, a decree criminalizing the 

11. cruel and unusual punishment of the juvenile sentencing of life in prison without the

12. possibility of parole is necessary to ensure that justice is granted to all members our our 
13. society. 

14. This bill shall be given to the committee of government reformation, oversight, and judiciary

15. for consideration. 

16. Those juveniles who would be receiving the cruel and unusual punishment of  life in prison

17. without the possibility of parole would in turn be sentenced to time better served in 

18. juvenile correctional and rehabilitation facilities that shall be modeled after Missouri's 

19. Waverly Regional Youth Center in which members of these facilities shall be subjected to 

20. consistent group therapy and counseling to rehabilitate the adolescents and mold them into 

21. productive citizens who feel remorse for the acts they committed. 

22. Penalties for non-compliance shall include federal offenses and imprisonment. 

23. This act shall be implemented on April 11, 2012.

24. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 
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