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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe I have the right not to stand up when the New York Yankees play “God Bless America” during the 7th inning. Ok, it’s not a constitutional right. But, I still think it has value.

I discovered the importance of this kind of dissent earlier this summer, at Yankee Stadium. I decided to protest our nation’s involvement in the Iraq war. I sat down while Kate Smith belted out the song. The fan next to me shouted, “My uncle died in the war. You are disgusting, you make me sick!” Others around him joined in, men and women. “I should spit on you,” one woman yelled at me. “Get out of America. Go back to where you came from.”

The last instruction caught me off guard. I was born in India, but I grew up in a California suburb. I think of myself as American. To go back to where I came from? Well, I have to tell you, my first thought was California, not India. I thought about it, but I like New York better.

Sports have always had a strong relationship with patriotism. Especially, baseball. The fight for racial justice was fought by Jackie Robinson. But, minorities have struggled to get their fair share of Little League resources and access to parks and ball fields. Baseball is the only unregulated monopoly in a country built on fair competition in industry. So you know that our political leaders feel that it has a special place — too special to apply the laws of commerce. And, look at the recent scandal over steroids. Many athletes take them. But it is the baseball player’s mistakes that make us feel that the country as a whole has taken a hit.

I sat in my seat and watched the rest of the game. For three innings, I suffered jeers and glances. Sometimes people yelled at me on the way to the concession stand. And, yes, I was a little scared on the way to the subway when the game was over.

But, most of the time, I just sat and wondered: Wasn’t this country founded on small acts of displeasure?

Refusing to stand in a $40 seat at Yankee Stadium is not the same as sitting in the front of a racially segregated bus. I’m no Rosa Parks. But, my own experience that night in the Bronx made me appreciate those who were far braver in their dissent, at home and abroad.

I realized that the greatest sign of insecurity and intolerance is to blindly cast our anger at those who feel that this country’s promise of freedom is not being fulfilled. The true measure of America’s freedom is not in the screams of those who are free. It is in the whispers of those who believe that freedom must be fought for. They are all around us. We may want to yell at them, but first, we should listen to what they have to say. This I believe.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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