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Directions: Using your highlighting function, identify the prepositional phrase(s) in each sentence.

Below each highlighted prepositional phrase indicate whether the prepositional phrase is functioning as an adjective (adj) or an adverb (adv).

Example: 


Rows of trees swayed gently in the breeze.

                         adj                                        adv        

Remember that a prepositional phrase functioning as an adjective modifies a noun or pronoun, tells “which one,” and generally follows the word it modifies.

 A prepositional phrase functioning as an adverb modifies a verb, an adjective or another adverb and tells “how,” “when,” “where,” “why,” “how long,” or “how far.”

Here is a list of commonly used prepositions.

about

above

across

after

against

along

among

around

at

before

behind

below

beneath

beside

between

by

down

during

except

for

from

in

in front of

inside

instead of

into

like

near

of

off

on

onto

on top of

out of

outside

over

past

since

through

to

toward

under

underneath

until

up

upon

with

within

without

1. By the end of the day, all of the dogs at the kennel were barking noisily in their cages.
      2. He stood on the beach and watched the ship beyond the dock slowly maneuver itself past the    


markers and into the slip.

      3.  For some strange reason, my neighbor across the street parks his car behind my garage.

       4. The people from the nearest town brought donations throughout the year for the victims of the 


hurricane.
       5. Upon their arrival, the visitors were greeted at the door by Martin, who had a sly grin on his

           face.

      6. We'll put the notes under the cushion without any pillows over it.

      7. Everyone except Bill ran toward the boy sitting near the dangerous wire.

      8. Between you and me, this seems like Paul's worst attempt ever.

      9. Within two minutes, all of the trumpeters had laid their horns beneath their chairs on the stage.

     10. She positioned the needle over the skin above the cut and then plunged it into each side of the 


gash with small, even strokes.

Shepard Academy 


AP Lang/Comp


Phrases


Identifying Prepositional Phrases (36 points)








�








