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	CATEGORY 
	Exceeds Standards 

100%
	Meets

Standards 

85%
	Approaches Standards 

75%
	Falls Below Standards
65% 
	Missing

0%

	MLA

Format

	
	Stacked heading, double-space, one inch margins

1
	
	
	Does not follow MLA format

0

	Title

	The title is creative and original and suggests the focus of the essay.

1
	The title is original and suggests the focus of the essay.

.85
	The title is not original. It is the simply the topic or the assignment

.75
	
	The essay does not have a title.

0

	 Introduction

	The introduction captures the reader’s attention and effectively establishes the background and/or context of the claim. The introduction is memorable.

5
	The introduction contains all the necessary elements, but is not as effective as a whole.

4.25
	The introduction is missing one of the elements. 

3.75
	The introduction does not engage the reader or establish the background and/or context of the claim.

3.25
	

	Claim

Statement

	The introduction ends making a clear and effective statement of the writer's persuasive claim.

3
	The introduction ends with a statement of the writer's persuasive claim, but it is not as effective.

2.55
	The introduction ends with a statement which does not state the writer's persuasive claim.
2.25
	
	The introduction ends abruptly with no recognizable claim statement.

0

	Arguments / 

Topic Sentences

	The writer begins each body paragraph an original topic sentence which clearly states an argument that supports the thesis.

10
	The writer begins each body paragraph with a topic sentence which states an argument that supports the thesis.

8.5
	One body paragraph does not begin with a topic sentence which states an argument that supports the thesis.

7.5
	Two or three body paragraphs do not begin with a topic sentence which states an argument that supports the thesis.

6.5
	

	Evidence/

Support

	The writer uses substantial reasoning and evidence to support the persuasive claim

15
	The writer uses sufficient reasoning and evidence to support the persuasive claim.

12.75
	The writer uses adequate reasoning and/or evidence to support the persuasive claim; however, more is needed.

11.25
	The writer uses little reasoning and/or evidence to support the persuasive claim.
9.75
	

	Counter- Claims

	The writer introduces counter-arguments fairly and includes substantial evidence that points out limitations and concerns of the opposing arguments. It is clear that the writer is aware of key counter-arguments.
5
	The writer introduces counter-arguments and includes sufficient evidence that points out limitations and concerns of the opposing arguments. The writer is aware of key counter-arguments.

4.25
	The writer attempts to introduce counter-arguments, but is not as effective. May not present counter-arguments fairly.

3.75
	The writer does not attempt to introduce and develop counter-arguments.

3.25
	

	Conclusion

	The conclusion is strong, effectively summarizing arguments, key evidence, and refuting counter-arguments. The conclusion is memorable.
5
	The conclusion is recognizable, summarizing arguments and key evidence. Counter-arguments may not be included, making the conclusion less effective.

4.25 
	The conclusion is recognizable, but does effectively summarize arguments, evidence and/or counter-arguments.. 

3.75
	There is no clear conclusion, the paper just ends without summarizing arguments, evidence, and counter-arguments.. 

3.25
	

	Organization of Ideas 

	Details are placed in a logical order and paragraphing effectively keeps the interest of the reader and supports the thesis. 
5
	Details are placed in a logical order, but the paragraphing sometimes makes the writing less effective in its support of the thesis. 

4.25
	Some details are not in a logical or expected order which supports the thesis, and this distracts the reader.

3.75 
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order which supports the thesis. There is little sense that the writing is organized. 
3.25
	

	Transitions 

	A variety of thoughtful transitions are used. They clearly show how ideas are connected within and between paragraphs. 
5
	Transitions clearly show how ideas are connected within and between paragraphs, but there is little variety. 
4.25
	Some transitions work well; but connections between other ideas are fuzzy.
3.75 
	The transitions between ideas are unclear or 

non-existent. 
3.25
	

	Academic Voice

	Writer maintains an academic voice throughout the writing by using 3rd person pronouns – no unnecessary 1st or 2nd person pronouns.
5
	Writer maintains an academic voice through much of the writing. Using unnecessary 1st or 2nd person pronouns only occasionally.

4.25
	Writer attempts an academic voice, but uses 1st and 2nd person pronouns more frequently.

3.75
	Writer does not maintain an academic voice. 1st and 2nd pronouns used almost exclusively.
3.25
	

	Documenting

Sources

	All research material is accurately documented. 

Parenthetical documentation may contain one error in form, which may be made consistently throughout the paper.

10 
	All research material is accurately documented. Parenthetical documentation contains two errors in form, which may be made consistently throughout the paper.
8.5
	One or two pieces of research material are not accurately documented, although there is no evidence of intentional plagiarism.

Parenthetical documentation may contain up to three errors in form, which may be made consistently throughout the paper.
7.5
	Three pieces of research material lacks accurate documentation. Although the documentation lacks care, there is no evidence of intentional plagiarism.

Parenthetical documentation may contain four or more errors in form, which may be made consistently throughout the paper.

6.5
	No research material is documented in the paper.

0

	Works Cited Page
	There may be one error in form, [title, spacing, alphabetical listing of sources, hanging indent] which may be made consistently on the page. 
There may be one error in bibliographic form. Form reflects current MLA format.

5
	Parenthetical documentation may contain two errors in form, which may be made consistently throughout the paper. There are two errors in bibliographic entry form, which may be made consistently on the page.
4.25
	There may be up to three different errors in form, which may be made consistently on the page. Cited sources may be missing, or sources are listed which have not been cited. There may be two errors in bibliographic entry form, which are made consistently on the page.
3.75
	Parenthetical documentation may contain four or more errors in form, which may be made consistently throughout the paper.

There are more than three different errors in form, which may be made consistently on the page.

3.25
	The paper contains no parenthetical documentation.

0

	Sources on Works Cited Page
	
	Only the sources cited in the text of the paper are included on the works cited page.
5
	
	Sources listed on the works cited page do not accurately reflect the sources cited in the paper.

3.25
	The paper does not include a works cited page.

0

	Word Choice

	Only the sources cited in the text of the paper are included on the works cited page.

5
	Writer uses effective words and phrases, but occasionally the words are used inaccurately or seem overdone. 

4.25
	Writer uses words that communicate clearly, but the writing lacks variety, punch or flair. 

3.75
	Writer uses a limited vocabulary which relies on slang and that does not communicate strongly or capture the reader's interest.

3.25
	The paper does not include a works cited page.

0

	Sentence Structure

	There is one error in bibliographic form. Form reflects current MLA format.
5
	Most sentences are well-constructed with varied structure. 

4.25
	Most sentences are well-constructed but have a similar structure. 

3.75
	Sentences lack structure and appear incomplete or rambling. 

3.25
	

	Mechanical 
Errors

[grammar, spelling, capitalization,

punctuation]


	Writer makes no mechanical errors that distract the reader from the content. 

5
	Writer makes 1-2 mechanical errors that distract the reader from the content. 

4.25
	Writer makes 3 mechanical errors that distract the reader from the content. 

3.75
	Writer makes 4 mechanical errors that distract the reader from the content.
3.25
	Writer makes more than 4 mechanical errors that distract the reader from the content
0

	Complete Sentences

	All sentences are complete. The writing contains no sentence fragments or run-on sentences.
5
	
	The writing contains 1 sentence fragment or run-ons sentence.

3.75
	
	The writing contains 2 or more sentence fragments or run-ons sentences

0
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