[image: image1.png]—t



\
You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

On a recent trip to the grocery store, my three year old son, Lincoln, broke away from me. He usually sticks pretty close, but that day he was on a mission. I called him back to me several times, but he just kept going. He’s pretty quick for a toddler, and by the time I was closing the gap between us, I had lost my temper. I finally screamed his full name, ignoring the amused, yet sympathetic, gazes I was getting from bystanders. He immediately froze and put his hands over his rear end. I stomped up, said “Yeah, you know what’s coming,” and gave him a good swat. Grabbing his hand, I noticed a few people shaking their heads in judgment. I was surprised. Hadn’t they seen what just happened? And I wonder, as I often have, why so many people disagree with spanking children.

I was spanked as a child when I did something wrong. My parents weren’t too picky either: a belt, a fly swatter, or my mom’s personal favorite, “pick a switch.” Yet, despite the “horror and trauma,” I grew up to be an non-violent, well-adjusted adult. I don’t have any residual anger towards my my parents. I don’t have emotional scars that refuse to heal. I don’t spend thousands of dollars on therapy to help me cope with being punished as a child. And I don’t believe in raising my son without some corporal punishment if he needs it.

I’m very affectionate with my son. He loves giving me hugs and kisses. But I don’t baby or coddle him. And while he does get time outs, more often than not he needs a spanking. He’s three, his attention span is short. Sometimes a spanking is the only way to get him to stop what he’s doing. I explain to him why he’s in trouble: “You cannot flush mommy’s keys down the toilet,” and use terms he uses himself: “No keys, no bye-bye.” He’s an intelligent child, and he understands, on a three year old level, why I spank him. I have friends who don’t spank their kids, and I can’t stand being around their obnoxious children. I do not want Lincoln to grow up into a sullen, disobedient teenager. I refuse to send my child off to his room to play video games, instead of making sure he understand, on some level, why he’s in trouble.

My son doesn’t flinch or run if he sees me coming. And when he gets spanked, he will (for the time being) buckle down and listen to me. There are a lot of things he won’t do as a result of spankings: touching a hot stove, for instance; or decorating the dishwasher with crayon. He’s none the worse for it, and neither am I.
	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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