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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:

 believe that love is a choice. I have seen that choice made in my own home, and I know the difference it makes.

When I was fourteen and my sisters were eleven and nine, we adopted my little brother, Tyler James. My parents had wanted another baby for a long time. When a baby didn’t come through pregnancy or adoption, my mom started praying for God to take the desire for a baby away.

Finally, she felt like He did. She had just started a new job when we received a call from the daughter of a family friend. She told us that she loved her baby very much but could not take care of him in the way that he deserved. She knew my parents had wanted a baby for a long time, and she had seen the way they loved my sisters and me.

A family meeting was called, and my parents consulted us on the new prospect. The decision was made to adopt this tiny baby, because as my parents said, “If God drops a baby in your lap, what can you do? Say no, I don’t want it?”

Although the decision to adopt Tyler may have been a natural one, loving him did not come as naturally at first for my mother. She was confused because she had finally become satisfied with her life without another baby. There were times when my mom held him and felt guilty because she did not feel the same intensity of love for him as she had for us.

Even though she didn’t feel the same love for Tyler at first, she chose to love him anyway. She did this by taking care of him, singing to him, holding him, and talking to him. She loved him by changing his dirty diapers and getting out of bed at four in the morning when he cried. She behaved the same way she did with me when I was a baby, although she may not have felt the same way. Soon, the feelings of love joined the behavior of love.

Today, Tyler is nearly eleven and has been officially ours for nine years now. The only thing that makes him any different from his sisters is that he celebrates Gotcha Day, the day of his adoption, every April. Our mom and dad love all of us the same.

Often my mom can be heard telling Tyler, “I love you from the top of your head, to the tips of your toes, and everything in between,” and she means it as much as she did when she said it to me as a child. More important, Tyler’s response of “even up to the sky” shows he knows it as much as I did. Many of my friends are shocked when they find out that my little brother is adopted, because he looks like he belongs in our family. And of course, that’s because he does, because we chose to love.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
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