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House Bill No. 12

Introduced By: Representative Miller

                                              A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 

Marriage Equality and Protection Act of 2013

BE IT ENTACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE SHEPARD ACADEMY:

SECTION I: Purpose: The purpose of this act is to extend the rights and benefits that are provided by anyone authorized to perform marriage ceremony's or award marriage certificates to traditional, heterosexual couples to those of the same gender.  The goal is to eliminate discrimination concerning homosexual couples and to enhance the rights of married persons regardless of their sexual orientation.  

SECTION II: Definitions: As used in this act a marriage is to be defined as any civil union between two people while traditional couples are those that are of the opposite sex.  

SECTION III: General Provisions: Couples who marry are to be treated equally regardless of whether they are homosexual or heterosexual. Therefore, all married couples have a constitutional right to be protected equally under the law.  A marriage between two men or two women is therefore worthy of the same status as those offered under traditional marriages.  This includes things on the federal level such as the ability to file for a joint federal tax return, receiving spousal benefits under Social Security, and being awarded a marital deduction under the federal estate tax laws.  

SECTION IV: Administration and Enforcement: The provisions of this act will be enforced and administered by the secretary of state. There will be a formal grievance policy which is when someone feels as if there rights have been violated they are to fill out a formal grievance form and this is to be sent off to the secretary of state. A person against whom a complaint has been filed, has 30 days to file a written response. The secretary of state can then file charges in the county in which the violation occurred. If the court finds that the violation occurred the person shall be fined up to 10,000 dollars. 

SECTION V: Penalties: Any institution, government, or person who violates this act will be convicted of depriving both members of the same sex marriage of their Constitutional rights to equal protection under the law.  Federal action will be taken to determine the proper punishment.  

SECTION VI: Effective Date: The provisions of this act will go into effect immediately upon passage and approval of the Congress of the Shepard Academy.

