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House Bill No. __________

Introduced By: Representative [Knight]
                                              A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:

[ A Bill to Help Save the Lives of Our United States Armed Forces Soldiers ]
BE IT ENTACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE SHEPARD ACADEMY:

SECTION I: Purpose: The purpose of this act [is to provide all soldiers of the United States Armed Forces with free psychological treatment whether they are active, reserved, or a veteran to help prevent health problems like post traumatic stress disorder and suicide. The National Public Radio states that the number of suicide deaths in the U.S. Military reached a high of 349 in 2012 which is more than the 295 Americans that died in Afghanistan. For those with diseases like PTSD, it will give soldiers access to help if they chose to do so.]

SECTION II: Definitions: As used in this act [psychological treatment is management in the application of medicine or therapy for the mind or mental state. Soldiers are persons engaged in military service. Active duty is the status of full-time service. Reserved service is the status of part-time service by combining a military role with a civilian role. A veteran is a person who has previously served in a military force. Post traumatic stress disorder is a mental disorder that occurs after a traumatic event outside the range of usual human experience. Suicide is the intentional taking of one's own life.]
SECTION III: General Provisions: [this bill will help save lives of our United States Armed Forces if enforced because it will provide psychological treatment for soldiers that suffer from depression, post traumatic stress disorder, or other health problems caused by being in the military. It will give soldiers the opportunity to get help before it is too late. More therapists and psychologists will be hired by the United States Armed Forces for this program to work with these soldiers as long as the budget allows it. If not, volunteer veterans will be recruited to help soldiers transitioning back to civilian life. A soldier may have as many sessions as needed, but no one will be forced to go. Session will be for those that want help. Once a soldier has had a session, the information will be handled like medical records and will be confidential.] 

SECTION IV: Administration and Enforcement: The provisions of this act will be enforced and administered by [the United States Armed Forces and the Commander-in-Chief.]

SECTION V: Penalties: [None]
SECTION VI: Effective Date: The provisions of this act will take affect [on July 1, 2014.]

