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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:

In reviewing the guidelines offered for writing a This I Believe essay, my thoughts focused on one sentence in particular: “Consider moments when belief was formed or tested or changed.” For me, a radical change began to take place when I entered college in 1939. What I believed was shaken to its roots.

Prior to that time, life had seemed rather simple. Church activities, especially youth work, consumed a great deal of my time. During the summers, church camp was very important. My church congregation and my pastor were very warm and caring, providing me with a real sense of security. Our family attended services regularly. The American flag was proudly displayed in the church sanctuary alongside the Christian flag.

During 1939, Hitler began his rampage through Europe, and Great Britain joined forces to stop him. A patriotic fervor pervaded my family life in Nashville, Tennessee, where I grew up. My older brother was considering joining the Navy. Students in my church group were being drafted. We joined our neighbors in responding to the Red Cross call to roll bandages for the soldiers. And the discussion around the table centered on whether the United States should enter the war in Europe.

This was also the topic of conversation in my history class during my first year of college. The students had grown up with the conviction that there would never be another world war. Our parents had convinced us of this. We asked the teacher how it could have happened that we were considering going to war. She summed it up in one sentence, which had a profound effect upon me, “We will continue to have wars until the young men refuse to go.” She was a Quaker. From experiencing that class, a new way of thinking for me began to take shape.

A similar discussion was making the rounds in our church congregation. This came to a head one Sunday morning when the pastor expressed his opinion during the sermon. He was completely opposed to entering the war. Headlines in the newspaper the next morning were two inches high: “Presbyterian Pastor Preaches Pacifism.” A bitter dispute consumed our congregation. It was shocking to hear such mean words coming from church members who had loved and nurtured me. I wondered if they really believed the Sermon on the Mount. Finally the pastor left and started a new church on the outskirts of town, and about 300 members went with him.

This account of my experiences in 1939 tells only the beginning of my journey through various wars that have affected me more or less directly, including World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Contra War in Nicaragua, the Persian Gulf War, and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Looking back over these years, this is what I now believe: war is never the answer. And preparation for war is never the answer. Albert Einstein once said, “You cannot simultaneously prepare and prevent war.” Yet our nation continues to live by war and weapons; it is our business, our livelihood. But in the words of the prophet Micah, “God has told you what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” I believe this as much today as I did back in 1939.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	Do you think war is never the answer?
What is the best answer to international crisis’ like IS or launching of nuclear weapon programs?

Do you think the world would be more secure and peaceful without weapons?
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