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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

I can’t recall the last time I let someone’s sneeze go by without blessing him or her. I don’t always think about it, and sometimes it’s just a reaction, but it often reminds me of the other person’s humanity. Towards the end of the year in 8th grade I had to serve three days of in-school suspension for fighting with another boy who had stolen from me. We were in a classroom with half a dozen other students, and we were told that silence was to be maintained at all times, for fear of another day of in school suspension. Late in the morning my foe sneezed into his biology book, and as quickly as he sneezed, my sentence was increased by another day. It’s not as if I liked the kid, I loathed this guy. Despite this, the words came rolling out of my mouth, “Bless you.” Even though I hated him I couldn’t let this most common of courtesies go by. It was about a certain level of kindness that I believe everyone should be treated with.

Someone steals from me, and lands me in in-school suspension, but as much as I disliked him as a person, I couldn’t let him sneeze without blessing him, because he was a human, same as I. At that moment I realized that he and I were just two people that were thrown together by chance. I learned that we weren’t that different from one another, we both had anger issues at times, and we both got into trouble with our parents for fighting. Though I didn’t fully understand it at the time, it was a part of my later realization that deep down inside we’re all the same and we all live in the same world, and we all deserve the same respect. It’s because of this that I treat everyone the same, I bless people whether they are friends or not. Every one of us can use these small courtesies in our lives to help us survive and thrive. So next time you’re in line at McDonalds, the DMV, or the bookstore, and someone sneezes, maybe you’ll think more about the fact that this person is… well a person, and not just about a superstition that you probably don’t really believe in. Because this world would be a much better place if we thought more about others and a lot less about ourselves.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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