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21.1 Sentences Classified by Structure and
Function (The Four Structures of Sentences)
• Practice 1

The Four Structures of Sentences Sentences can be classified by their structure, or the number
and kind of clauses they contain.

Kind of Examples (subjects underlined
Sentence Number and Kind of Clauses once, verbs twice)

Simple One independent clause (subject or verb or both Tom played well.
may be compound) Tom and Ali played well.

Tom and Ali played well and won.

Compound Two or more independent clauses The train arrived on time,

but no one got on or off.

Complex One independent clause and one or more SUBORD. CLAUSE IND. CLAUSE
subordinate clauses Though no one got off, we still waited.

Compound- Two or more independent clauses and one or IND. CLAUSE SUBORD. CLAUSE
complex more subordinate clauses I saw someone who looked familiar,

IND CLAUSE
but it was someone else.

Exercise 1 Distinguishing Between Simple and Compound Sentences. Identify each
sentence as simple or compound. The simple sentences may have compound parts.

EXAMPLE: Kenny swung at the ball and missed. simple

1. We had hoped for a break in the weather, but the forecast is bleak.

2. Friends and strangers alike worked side by side piling sandbags.

3. Jan poised on the end of the board, took a deep breath, and dived.

4. The children may have been pleased, but their parents were not.

5. Paul finished his chores early, so he was free to go with us.

6. The aide denied ever having made that statement.

7. The task seemed impossible; nevertheless, we agreed to try.

8. We stood inside the clubhouse, waiting for the rain to stop.

9. Some people offered to help; some agreed reluctantly; others refused.

10. Jody made a wish and blew out the candles.

Exercise 2 Identifying the Structure of Sentences. Identify each sentence as (1) simple, (2)
compound, (3) complex, or (4) compound-complex by writing the proper number in the blank.

EXAMPLE: Jeremy ordered more than he could eat. 3

1. The group is trying to decide how they will raise the money.

2. The inspector warned the investigators to use extreme caution.

3. The horses approached the finish line, and the spectators roared.

4. We should hurry, or the train will leave without us.

5. The Bombers and the Torpedoes will play in the championship.

6. Amy would be a better choice, for she speaks better than I.

7. The President smiled and shook hands with each guest.

8. Although I like math and science, I do better in languages.

9. The baby picked up the spoon and threw it across the room.

10. Can you fix the dessert Hal likes, or shall I have him bring it?
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