A Bill to ban cruelty to animals in mobile and stationary circus acts, and also provide adequate nourishment, and living environment for all mobile and stationary circus animals.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: ALL MOBILE and stationary CIRCUS ACTS WITH ANIMALS MUST HAVE ADEQUATE  Nourishment, LIVING ENVIRONMENT, AND SHOULD NOT BE ABUSED IN ANY WAY, SHAPE, OR FORM. IT MUST also FOLLOW  THE CODE OF THE ANIMAL WELFARE ACT.

Section 1.
All mobile or stationery circus acts with animals must follow the code of the Animal Welfare Act, by providing adequate nourishment, living quarters, and banning abuse to all circus animals.

Section 2.
Adequate- As much or as good as necessary for some requirement or purpose; fully sufficient, suitable, or fit.



Nourishment- Something that nourishes; food, nutriment, or sustenance.



Living Environment- The living environment of an organism includes all living things that can affect it survival.



Mobile- Capable of moving or being moved readily.



Stationary- Standing still; not moving. Having a fixed position; not movable.



Circus- A large public entertainment, typically presented in one or more very large tents or in an outdoor or indoor arena, featuring exhibitions of pageantry, feats of skill and daring, performing animals, etc.



Abuse- To use wrongly or improperly; misuse. To treat in a harmful, injurious, or offensive way.



Animal Welfare Act- The Animal Welfare Act is the federal law that governs the humane care, handling, treatment and transportation of some animals in certain situations: animals in laboratories, dealers who sell animals to laboratories, animal exhibitors, carriers and intermediate handlers, dog and cat breeders, puppy mills, zoos, circuses, roadside menageries, and transporters of animals.




 According to the Animal Welfare Act, the animals are naturally active, but are forced to spend most of their lives in cages that are used to transport them, and are allowed out of their cages for a short amount of time only to preform. According to mercyforanimals.org George Lewis who was traveling with the Ringling Bros. in the winter stated that “When we went to unload the elephants, we found the long trip had been too much for the oldest, Queen. She was lying dead inside of the car.” 




One other former Ringling Bros. employee told the Elephant Alliance how the circus treated one animal: “She was a sweet little innocent brown bear who never hurt anyone... but sometimes she had trouble balancing on the high wire. She was beaten with long metal rods until she was screaming and bloody. She became so neurotic that she beat her head against her small cage. She finally died.”


Section 3.  The Department of Defense will oversee the bill.

Section 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced by Randall T. Shepard Academy for Law and Social Justice

