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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe in basketball and the power of the perfect rebound. Have I ever played basketball? No. Am I likely ever to play? Most assuredly not. I am significantly physically disabled by cerebral palsy, and my motorized chair and I are more than happy in our courtside position. This is not to say that I wouldn’t enjoy being part of the action on the court, but I’m perfectly happy with my lot in life. Watching courtside has, however, helped me to understand why my contentedness is remarked upon and why I so admire resilience.

Six years ago, when I entered college, I would not have told you that my favorite sport was basketball. Yet, I soon found myself best friends with a D1 women’s basketball player. So, after returning from a semester’s medical leave my sophomore year to have a brain tumor removed, I decided to go to my friend’s games and to learn the game. Soon, I was going to every game: women’s and men’s. And then I saw it. The perfect rebound. As I was watching courtside at a men’s game, the crowd and I let out a dejected “ooh” as one of our shots bounced off the rim, but then one of our players seemed to levitate out of the melee beneath the basket, effortlessly pluck the ball out of the air, return to earth, and sink the ball with an easy little toss. The atmosphere in the arena was suddenly energized, just as if a switch had been flicked, and the guys pulled it together for an excellent win. One seemingly effortless yet almost gravity-defying play changed the tide in the game and cheered over a thousand people.

That experience of first witnessing a perfect rebound has stuck with me and has finally made me understand something that people have been telling me for years. Frequently, when people heard of one of my achievements, usually academic, or made a point to compliment me on my cheery disposition I would think, “Don’t people go to college all the time?” or, “Don’t most people laugh and smile?” Now I understand that these people see these accomplishments by and traits in a person with a disability and medical obstacles like a perfect rebound. I have taken some seemingly small, average action in life, like going to college, and now to law school, just like reaching up to grab that ball, and thus, I have turned the tide in my favor and against the obstacles of my disability and brain tumor. Essentially, I have rebounded, and what I see as the simple practicality of it apparently seems less simple to others and thus more impressive. As I consider people who have impressed me with their resilience, I realize that I love a rebound, literal or figurative. This I believe: a perfect rebound charges up an arena, and witnessing another’s personal rebound is enervating and inspiring. So while I’ll now be more aware of and inspired by people’s personal rebounds, I’ll still be sitting courtside watching for another perfect rebound.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
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