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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


I come from one of those families where you have to yell at the dinner table in order to get a word in edgewise. Everyone has a strong opinion, talks at the same time, and no one has a problem with instigating potentially heated arguments. An inordinate number of my aunts and uncles are lawyers; rousing discussions on politics are considered polite conversation. We’re that kind of family.

Belonging to a family like mine has made me more curious, more interested in the world around me, and much more inclined to question anything anyone tells me. But it has also made me realize that I am not a very good listener. And when I say “listening,” I am not referring to the nodding-your-head-and-politely-murmuring-Uh-huh-or-Ooh-I-see variety. I mean the kind of listening where you find yourself deeply identifying with the person you’re speaking with, when their story becomes so vivid that your world becomes less about you and more about them. No, I was never very good at that.

I spent the summer of 2010 living in South Africa. By day, I was working for a fabulous non-profit organization called Noah, which works tirelessly on behalf of orphaned and vulnerable children affected by the AIDS pandemic; by weekend, I hopped from exotic, spicy Durban to the stunning vistas of Cape Town to the natural wonders of Victoria Falls. I saw it all, and then some.

But if you asked me what I really did in South Africa, I would tell you one thing: I listened. I listened to a Nigerian taxi driver’s memories of his fifth birthday; I listened to a German kite surfer’s description of the beaches of Brazil; I listened to a 20-something, HIV+ co-worker tell an uproarious account of his weekend; I listened to a South African tour guide’s fond recollections of the start up of her travel agency; I listened to a British friend’s description of his grandmother’s abusive first marriage. I listened, and I listened. And sometimes I spoke…but mostly I listened.

And had I not spent two months listening, I might have missed the moment a little girl at one of Noah’s community centers, orphaned at the tender age of three, whispered after a long silence, “I love you.” I might have missed that, had I not learned to listen.

Before that summer, I knew how to hear. I could sit down with anyone and hear their stories and nod and respond at the right times—but most of the time I was contemplating the next words out of my own mouth. Ever since my summer in South Africa, I’ve noticed that it’s in those moments when my mouth is closed and my mind is wide open that I’ve learned the most about other people, and perhaps about myself.

I believe that a person should know when to close her mouth, sit back, and focus on someone else. I believe in listening.

The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	Students are expected to be actively engaged during discussions. Students are required to contribute by successfully doing the following actions:

-Asking a well thought out question designed to

  explore the essay and generate quality discussion.

-Respond thoughtfully to a question posed by the

  presenter or classmate.

Reminder: students who are rude, disruptive, unprepared, or are otherwise inattentive may forfeit some or all of their participation points. (This will be left up to the instructor’s discretion)

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	1.

2.

3.
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