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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe in cookies. Not sterilized, manufactured store bought cookies, but homemade ones. Cookies that are slightly misshapen and squashed are a sign of true devotion.

This revelation first came to me when I was little. I had once again fallen over my untied shoes at the tender age of six and my mother handed me a warm, oozy chocolate chip cookie as she plastered a band-aid on my owie. Immediately my world was right again. My mother gave me a kiss and sent me on my way, but her caring lingered on in the warm crumbling cookie crushed in my hand. I became hooked on the homey process of baking. Whether rolling out shortbread or coating snicker-doodles in cinnamon sugar I loved it all. I made sure that everyone around me loved it too as I handed out my clumsy first attempts of cookies to neighbors and friends.

As time moves on I find myself drawn to baking as a way of showing my love. No longer is my baking the experimental concoction of a little girl, but the thought out product of a mature teenager rejoicing in her ability to share with others. I bake cookies for birthday presents and New Year’s Eve parties, for neighbors and firefighters. I once sent an entire box of cookies off to a friend who lived out of state after he dislocated his shoulder playing hockey. I doubt that the ginger cookies really healed his arm faster, but they were the only way I could be there at his side as he went through the painful process of shoulder surgery.

Baking a batch of cookies is hardly an earth shattering event. Hundreds do it every day. Some bake because they were signed up to bring treat to the Christmas party. Some bake because their children are bored and need something to do. Some even bake to satisfy a chocolate craving, but a portion of them are baking because they have learned that cookies are more than just cookies. Cookies speak to the heart and the stomach. They say, “Look at me! Someone who cares took time out of their busy life to bake me just for you.” Tangible evidence of love, cookies serve to remind us that one little act of kindness can do a lot. It can brighten a day, cheer a friend or even cure a scraped knee. Now maybe that is too much significance to attach to a lump of sugar, flour and vanilla, but I believe that cookies can heal the soul. I believe in cookies.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.


	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…
	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
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