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Writers craft their sentences carefully by using a variety of structures to add interest and rhythm to their writing. Adverb and adjective clauses, for example, provide descriptive details to engage a reader’s imagination. A variety of types of sentences can change the rhythm of writing or call attention to certain ideas.

You can use your knowledge of sentence structure to create a particular rhythm and to improve your writing when you revise.

	Using Clauses to Vary Sentence Structure in Writing

	Using a single 

Independent clause (simple)
	Can slow down the management of a passage; in a series, can create a choppy rhythm that demands attention

	Combining

Independent clauses (compound)
	Connects ideas by pointing out the relationship between them; can balance the rhythm of short and long sentences

	Adding subordinate 

Clauses (complex, compound-complex)
	Adds complexity by elaborating on main ideas; can

build , momentum and create a fluid rhythm 


Directions: 

· Choose one of the writing prompts below and write a 150-200 word response.
· When you are finished, use the highlighting function to color code the independent and subordinate clauses in your writing.

· Insert the sentence structure after each sentence.
· Below the writing, include a tally of the number and types of sentence structures.

Example – In this excerpt by Garrison Kellior, the subordinate clauses are highlighted in yellow, and the independent clauses are highlighted in green. The structure of each sentence appears in parentheses following the sentence. The total number of each sentence structure is tallied below the excerpt.

When I was sixteen years old, I stood six feet two inches tall and weighed a hundred and forty pounds. (cx) I was intense and had the metabolism of a wolverine.(s) I ate two or three lunches a day and three full dinners at night, as my family sat around the table and observed, and I cleaned off their plates too when they had poor appetites or were finicky.(cp-cx) There was no food I disliked except muskmelon, which smelled rotten and loathsome.(cx)

Simple Sentences: 1


Compound: 0


Complex: 2


Compound-Complex: 1

Writing Prompts:

· Choose one of these sentence starters as the first sentence of your response


“The last time I saw her, she...”


“From the back of the truck...”


“On the night of the full moon...”


“The one thing I know for sure…”

· Describe a “first” (first day of school, first date, first time driving a car, first lie, first big success, first roller coaster ride). Include as many details as possible.

· Write the map to where you live. Start as close or as far from your home as you wish.
· How do you think your parents’ views would change if they lived your life for one day?
· Have you ever learned a new skill? Describe what you learned and the effort it took to learn it.
· If you were to assemble a time capsule of your life so far, what items would you select or make reference to? Reflect on things you have done and events that have happened in your lifetime.

· Write about a person that you love.

· Write about an event or time that you made a deliberate change for yourself. Write about what motivated you to make the change, and how you think that change has affected your life.

· Write the story of how you came by your scars. Be sure to describe the scars, including their locations
· I was most angry when... 
· You have the freedom to travel to any city or country in the world. Where would you go and why? 
Your Writing Piece:


[type your response to the prompt here]

Independent Clause Color


Subordinate Clause color

Tally:

Simple Sentences:


Compound Sentences:


Complex Sentences:


Compound-Complex:
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